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. One of the more puzzling aspects led States moved in'to’ apply, its afoi"-‘
| ‘of the war in Viet Nam is the obvious {Communist. policy for Asia. That pol-;
{"ambivalence about it i usually well- licy, enunciated by John Foster Dulles,
L informed circles. ,and iniplemented by the work of thej:
n Few support-the United States_'centld1 Intelligence..Agency in Southi|

olicy there without pained reserva- |Viet Nalii,"Was heavily influenced by |-
‘.Eongy W/Iazlmy of those? who endorse ‘(2 strong and effective “lobby" in thls

.President Johnson’s_present definition ~count1y

.of purposeand commitment of power |~ The first speaxhead of that lobby
-in the Southeast Asia campaign do so [and the instrumentality of U. S. pol-|.
with reluctance bordering upon sad- iy’ Was Ngo -DinH Diem, a Catholic, i’

ness. It troubles me_ that this should' [Who had been part of, the F. rench o= !
‘be so. .omal cfovermnent

Well, my eyes and mind were !
' opencd recently by an 80-page book-
{let from the Center for the Study of
(Democratic T Institutions at Santa Bar-
{ bara, “Cal. 1t 15 enutled, “How ;the

'Umted States Got Involved in Viet
nI\am "t _was written by Robert stable, free and democratic- state in!"

.Scheer and is described as the “first V“t Nam. He was NOT the people’s!*

full exploxatlon” of America's “slow, choice in non-Catholic "South Viet|

1 gradual and then steadlly mountmg Nam. %ut he became “our man in|
| involvement in Viet Nam . P 7 Saigon,” the agent through whom we!:
4 ‘
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'DIEM WAS LIONMI]D by hhex-
als intellectuals, "politicians and by |
]ubh officials of the Catholic ChurchJ
pn this country. He was believed to be} f
jthe anti-Communists’ best hope for a

| “lexpected to achieve the mnacle of an

THE ESSENCE of M. Scheez s Iamtx-Communlst enclave in a nation
report, which starts with the abdica- that had been liberated from French |’
tion of the emperor, Bao Dai, in favor

i
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{of the Viet Minh in August, 1945, is Viet Minh. '

; thxs ' The money, contrivances and de-
i

First the Frenchi and then fhe lvices employed by the United States
i United States have tried for two dec- ¢ ﬂxough the CI“,&; including. adminis-
ades to withhold from the natiomalist, itrative “counsel” to Diem through a .

Y s

what it considers to be its righttul University, failed to save Diem from

{patritony: the local, political control {{Be 8ross errors’of. his regime. The;
iof ol Indochina, muacle collapsed.

The French fought against the in."
idependence forces for almost 10 years, | [rers became disenchanted and dis- i
after having ruled Indochina without |mayed over the nepotism, aloofness ;.
lchallenc'e fox 70. Havmg suffered ex-{and brutality of his’ government. The
jeruciating losses in a war against the ,Vxet Minh who remained-in'the South, }
IViet Mmh that was costly and unpop- | jafter.the exchange of peoples between
‘jular with the French people, France's ,South and North following the Geneva'
lcolonial army was overcome and she |A¢cords, “continued to. hold wxde}
iwas forced to sign .the Geneva Ac- spread popular support ds coriquarors;
[cords of 1954, f the French. -The' .Iuly, 1956 elecl

From that date forwérd me Un't, e hdine b -

Approved For Release 2004/10/13 : CIA RDP88 01315R000200040016-5

Approved For Release 2004/10/13 ; CIA RDP88- (ﬂ-31§R000 00

\W&

1"ient was deposed, and Diem nimself‘ -
Inllcd The first of a long seu;,s of}

colonial rule by the Commumst led

icover” team from Michigan State I .

Diem’s éarly champions 'and ad [a
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tions " foir- the reunification of "Viet?
+ Nam, agreed to by the Viet Minh and §
the French alter the fall of Dien Bien |
‘Phu, had been cancelled by Diem on'
ithe “sure knowledge that- the Viet |
“Minh (Communists and subsequently
the Viet Cang) would win ovelwhelm- _
ingly. By the eauy 60's the Viet Cong f '
were on a winning rampage. 3
Well, 'in the face of a swiftly de- |-
t/enoraunrf anti-Communist position 1
m South Vzet Nam, the Diem govern-;

.“governments,” which  were ha;dly]
moze than’ Juntas, assumed contwl f

BY THIS TIME the United States
was deeply involved militarily. Be-

ctween 1950 -and 1954 the Umtedl‘ :

.States had sent $2.6 billion worth of™
‘military. and cconomic aid to the }
'ernch in Viet Nam: From 195’15 to!

'1962 the Vietnamese received another' SRR

'$2 billion in aid, three quarters of
whxch ‘was for. economlc assistance.

Qur. stake-in South Viet: Nam
uwolvnd not only enormous injec-
. tlons of money, persounnel and
,cqmpment but the commitment of
“rising numbers of “advisers” whose |
presencé heavily mortgaged Amerl-
. can prestige throughout Asm and
ﬂ'e L‘dmflc aced,
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What sLarLed as an effort- to plant' ‘

a “little bit of America” in the ideo-!
logical jungle of Viet ‘Nam, a lxvmg.
bamex to Commumst aggression and:
challenge to ‘*wars - of liberation,":
has now. become a daiigerous war in’
the ‘midst of a civil war. And our xole;
‘may well be on the unpopular side’
among thc masses of V ictnamese! .
whose distaste for” (,«‘nnu'u*lsm may‘
indeed be secondary o their d.snust'
of. the foreign wluta man.- e
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